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Source Exploration: A British Diplomat in Berlin Assesses Bismarck and his Post-Unification
International Ambitions
My original document is a letter from Odo Russell to Lord Granville concerning Otto
Bismarck’s international ambitions in 1873. The text used by GHDI was found in a USPGO
publication of Paul Knaplund’s Letters from the Berlin Embassy: Selections from the Private
Correspondence of British Representatives at Berlin and Foreign Secretary Lord Granville, 18711874, 1880-1885, published in 1944 (note that the publication for the year 1942 by the
American Historical Association came out in 1944). I found and ordered a copy of this
publication from New York University. The book is a roughly 400 page collection of Odo
Russell’s correspondence with Lord Granville over the aforementioned time periods. As Otto
Bismarck was an unquestionably influential stateman in the 19th century, the documents from
Odo Russell that Knaplund has collected are valuable in the insight that they give to Bismarck’s
thinking.
Odo Russell was a British diplomat in the 19th century and served as the first British
Ambassador to the German Empire from 1871-1884. He was multilingual and skilled in foreign
relations, working on behalf of the Great Britain in Florence, Paris, Constantinople, the Vatican,
and Washington. Upon making an affable acquaintance with Otto von Bismarck, he was
appointed as ambassador in Berlin in 1871. He was loyal to and respected England and
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Bismarck, sentiments reciprocated by the Iron Chancellor. This close relationship with Bismarck
paired with Russell’s astuteness allowed for a number of insightful observations to be made
concerning the German Chancellor’s earnest intentions. Lord Granville was Russell’s superior
back in England and served as the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for three terms,
including two under Prime Minister William Gladstone in 1871-1874 and in 1880-1885. In
addition to correspondences with Granville, Knaplund’s collections also contains
correspondence between Russell and Gladstone as well as Granville and Gladstone on the topic
of German international intentions.
Paul Knaplund was a Norwegian born American historian whose main focus of study was
the British Empire. He emigrated to the United States at age twenty and lived there for the rest
of his life.1 He was cited as the first person to gain access to the private correspondence of
former British Prime Minister William Gladstone, which testifies to Knaplund’s ability as a
historian.2 His work was meticulous and the collection in question was referenced many times
in numerous historical publication concerning Bismarck, Bismarck’s decedents, and European
international relations that even extended beyond the scope of Knaplund’s original work.
The publication of Letters from the Berlin Embassy, 1871-1874, 1880-1885 includes
numerous letters that are organized into chronological chapters. At the beginning of each
chapter, Knaplund provides a few pages of historical context for the subsequent letters of that
chapter. Additionally, there are a number of footnotes to provide clarification on the letters.
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Though a large number of the letters were sent between Russell and Granville, there are other
correspondences with other lords and acquaintances of Lord Granville. These private
correspondences are invaluable in their earnestness; they allow for a better picture to be
painted of how the imperial superpower of Britain viewed the Bismarck and unification era
Germany, and vice versa.
Though perhaps not the best metric to evaluate him by, a google ngram search of the
primary diplomat in question, Odo Russell, revealed that the appearance of his name in
publications peaked in 1904 and 1938, long before Knaplund’s publication. One source that will
be addressed later was published in 1938 and gives a short biographical account of Russell via
Knaplund’s work. Interestingly, though Knaplund appeared to be a well-known historian, his
work, which largely contains mention of Odo Russell and would be cited many times, did not
cause much increase in printed mentions of the diplomat.
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Bismarck resembles the faces painted by Rembrandt, and must be so depicted. For the last eighty years, partisan. hatred has flashed.Â
Otto von Bismarck born, April 1st, at 1 P.M. The Bismarck family removes to Kniephof. Bismarck goes to the Plamann Institute in Berlin.
Malwine von Bismarck, Otto's sister, born. 1882 1833. Bismarck a student at Gottingen.Â Prom him, Ferdinand ( our Bismarck's father)
and bis brothers had inherited a lack of ambition. There are also various pieces of artworks and documents from the era. Specific rooms
are dedicated to the reigns of various tsars. An unexpected highlight is an exhibition E_ by examining the growing network of roads and
how people travelled in the past.Â â€œEveryone thinks Agatha Christie was a bit like the character Miss Marple, that she lived in
England and was into knitting and looking after the garden,â€ said Trumpler. â€œActually, she wasnâ€™t â€¦ she had such a
fascinating life apart from being an author.â€ 12 The word pedigree (â€œ the extent of Agatha Chistieâ€™s pedigreeâ€) in Paragraph 1
is synonymous to â€¦ 1) development. Root opposed this in a letter of January 14 to Frye, stating that the government did not have
sufficient ships at its disposal and would be subjected to exorbitant prices by individual companies. The amended bill on which Frye did
not vote provided that American ships would be preferred and used unless the President found freight charges excessive. ^ On Jsmuarv
27, 1904, ^rus SuUoway, Republican congressman from New Hampshire, introduced a bill into the House lowering age limits for ptinsion
benefits from 65 and 75 to 62 and 70.Â My dear Governor: I had a very satisfactory letter from Stranahan about his talk with you, and
also a very satisfactory visit from Nicholas Murray Butler. He will have two or three things to tell you from me when he nest â€˜.

