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Early Reviews
“Bernard Rosenthal and his international editorial team have produced an extraordinarily useful new edition of the
Salem witch-trial records. Notable not only for its accurate transcriptions and revelatory chronological organization but
also for its helpful general introductions and detailed annotations of individual documents, this volume will open new
realms of inquiry to scholars and interested non-specialists alike. A truly remarkable editing achievement, it signals a
great step forward in witchcraft studies.”
Mary Beth Norton, author of In the Devil’s Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692
“This monumental new work of collaborative historical scholarship presents nearly a thousand legal documents
relating to that outbreak, freshly edited with scrupulous care and introduced with a series of helpful essays. In this
definitive assemblage of the episode’s legal records, human anguish, terror, confusion, and grim certitude constantly
break through the legalese.”
Paul Boyer, Co-author of Salem Possessed: The Social Origins of Witchcraft
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This book represents the first comprehensive record of all legal documents pertaining to the Salem witch
trials, in chronological order. Numerous newly discovered manuscripts, as well as records published in
earlier books that were overlooked in other editions, offer a comprehensive narrative account of the
events of 1692-93, with supplementary materials stretching as far as the mid - 18th century. The book
may be used as a reference book or read as an unfolding narrative. All legal records are newly transcribed, and errors in previous editions have been corrected. Included in this edition is a historical introduction, a legal introduction, and a linguistic introduction. Manuscripts are accompanied by notes that,
in many cases, identify the person who wrote the record. This has never been attempted, and much is
revealed by seeing who wrote what, when.
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Information about the 2009 release of the book, Records of the Salem Witch-Hunt, containing new transcriptions of all the legal records
of the Salem witch trials.Â Legal procedures used during the Salem witch trials and a brief history of the published versions of the
records, by Richard Trask; Linguistic introduction, by Peter Grund, Risto Hiltunen, Leena Kahlas-Tarkka, Merja KytÃ¶, Matti Peikola and
Matti Rissanen; Editorial principles; Chronological arrangement, by Bernard Rosenthal and Margo Burns; List of the records of the
Salem witch hunt; The records; Timeline: Court of Oyer & Terminer and Superior Court of Judicature Cambridge Core - American
Studies - Records of the Salem Witch-Hunt.Â Power and Changing Roles in Salem Witch Trials: The Case of George Jacobs, Sr..
Studia Neophilologica, Vol. 84, Issue. sup1, p. 119. CrossRef. Google Scholar. Peikola, Matti 2012. Supplicatory Voices: Genre
Properties of the 1692 Petitions in the Salem Witch-Trials1. Studia Neophilologica, Vol. 84, Issue. sup1, p. 106. CrossRef. Google
Scholar. Kahlas-Tarkka, Leena 2012. â€œI am a Gosple Womanâ€: On Language in the Courtroom Discourse during the Salem Witch
Trials, with Special Reference to Female Examinees. Studia Neophilologica, Vol. 84, Issue. sup1, p. 55. CrossRef. The Salem witch
trials were a series of hearings and prosecutions of people accused of witchcraft in colonial Massachusetts between February 1692 and
May 1693. More than two hundred people were accused. Thirty were found guilty, nineteen of whom were executed by hanging (fourteen
women and five men). One other man, Giles Corey, was pressed to death for refusing to plead, and at least five people died in jail. This
book offers a comprehensive record of legal documents written in 1692 and 1693 in connection with the Salem witch trials. It is the most
comprehensive edition of those records ever published, and includes for the first time the records in chronological order, all newly
transcribed from the original manuscripts. Year: 2009. Publisher: Cambridge University Press. Language: english.

