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Johnson also upset radicals and moderates in the Republican Party when he issued an amnesty proclamation exempting fourteen classes from prosecution for their actions during
the American Civil War. This included high military, civil, and judicial officers of the Confederacy, officers who had surrendered their commissions in the armed forces of the United
States, war criminals and those with taxable property of more than $20,000.Â In June, 1866, the Radical Republicans managed to persuade Congress to pass the Fourteenth
Amendment of the Constitution.Â I have lived among negroes, all my life, and I am for this Government with slavery under the Constitution as it is. I am for the Government of my
fathers with negroes, I am for it without negroes. Andrew Johnson (29 December 1808 â€“ 31 July 1875) was the seventeenth President of the United States (1865â€“1869),
succeeding to the presidency upon the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. He presided over the Reconstruction of the United States following the American Civil War and was the first
President to be impeached, although he was subsequently acquitted by a single vote in the Senate. Whenever you hear a man prating about the Constitution, spot him as a traitor.
Andrew Johnson was a different specimen altogether, a near polar opposite of Lincoln in his leadership style and temperamentâ€”even though on the surface he and Lincoln had
much in common. They began life in roughly the same social position: both were born toward the bottom of the social ladder in the hierarchical world of the nineteenth century.Â
Violence towards blacks quickly reached horrifying levels in the South. In 1866, numerous black men, women and children were killed at Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Many were shot in
Texas. The brutal murderers spared no one.

